
On March 11, 2009, the USDA issued a Notice of Solicitation of Applications (NOSA) for the 
Rural Energy for America (REAP) Energy Audit/Renewable Energy Development Assistance 
Program.  Congress added a separate section for this program in REAP in the 2008 Farm Bill. 
This new program offers grants to government entities, institutions of higher education, rural 
electric cooperatives and public power entities to implement energy audit and renewable energy 
development assistance programs that serve agricultural producers and rural small businesses to 
help cut energy waste and develop clean energy production. 

 

A single applicant may receive up to $100,000 for the year.  Applications for grants must be 
submitted on paper or electronically no later than 4:30 p.m., local time on June 9, 2009.   
Neither complete nor incomplete applications received after this date and time will be 
considered, regardless of the postmark on the application.    A 25% cost-share is required of an 
agricultural producer or rural small business receiving an audit from a grantee under this 
program 

 

Summary of Program Elements 

Note: The following is a summary of the major elements of the program. Please 

review the NOSA for complete details. 

• USDA's Rural Business-Cooperative Service will administer this program.  
• Deadline for submitting grant requests to USDA is June 9, 2009 (90 days from 

publication of the Notice in the Federal Register).  
• Eligible applicants for this program include:  

• Unit of state, tribal or local government  
• Land-grant college, university or other institution of higher education  
• Rural Electric Cooperative  
• Public Power entity 

• Maximum $100,000 grant per applicant  
• Grants can be used:  

• To conduct energy audits that:  
• Describe current energy systems and use and price over the 

previous 12 months  
• List all potential energy-saving opportunities and the cost  
• Discuss how potential improvements might interact with existing 

systems  
• Estimate potential energy and cost savings from each 

improvement  
• Rank potential improvements by cost-effectiveness  
• Include any necessary spec and drawings and description of other 

benefits, such as reliability and durability  
• Conduct and promote renewable energy development assistance.  
• Only to support activities in rural areas (generally areas less than 50,000 

people)  
• Applications are submitted to the State Rural Development office or via Grants.gov  
• Applications need to include:  

• Form SF 424 - Application for Federal Assistance  



• Form SF 424A - Budget Information, Non-Construction Programs  
• From SF 424B - Assurances, Non-Construction Programs  
• For legal entities, copies of documents showing the applicant's legal 

existence and authority to perform activities under this grant  
• Detailed scope of work:  

• Executive Summary  
• Plan and schedule for implementation  
• Anticipated number of ag producers and/or rural small businesses 

to be served  
• Itemized budget with cost per service and matching funds clearly 

identified  
• Geographic scope of the project  
• Detailed experience in performing similar services and 

administering state or federal funds  
• Resources, including personnel, technology and finances, that 

will be used to carry out the plan  
• Amount of funding being leveraged from other sources and 

paperwork to confirm the commitment of the funds  
• Description of proposed marketing efforts  
• Most recent financial audit or other financial information that 

shows the current standing of the applicant  
• A Dun and Bradstreet Universal Numbering System Number  
• Review comments from the State Single Point of Contact, designated by the 

federal Office of Management and Budget, or evidence the State decided not 
to review the project.  This is not applicable to the State of Alabama. 

• Eligible project costs include:  
• Salaries  
• Travel for purposes of conducting audits and assessments  
• Office supplies  
• Up to 5% of grant funding can be used for utilities, office space, office 

equipment and other administrative costs.  
• Any rural small business or agricultural producer receiving an energy audit must pay the 

entity performing the audit a 25% share of the cost of the audit. This cost share is not 
required for a renewable energy assessment.  

• USDA will score project applications using the following criteria, with a maximum 
possible score of 100 points:  

• Up to 10 points - percentage of work that will be performed by in-house, 
qualified auditors or renewable energy specialists  

• 10 points - if no funds are used for administrative expenses  
• Up to 15 points - experience in completing the proposed activities  
• Up to 10 points - geographic scope of project in relation to identified need 

(bigger is better)  
• Up to 15 points - lower costs per audit/assessment are better  
• Up to 25 points - potential of project to produce energy savings (including its 

environmental benefits)  
• Up to 10 points - comprehensive marketing and outreach plan  
• Up to 5 points - leveraging other funding commitments (more leverage is 

better)  



• Awarding funds - USDA will decide, based on applicable regulations, whether to issue 
grants in advance or by reimbursement.  

• Before a grant can be approved, an applicant must sign a grant agreement, which can be 
found at the end of the Federal Register notice.  

• Grantees are required to monitor their performance and submit semi-annual performance 
and financial reports along with a final report 90 days after project completion.  

• One year after completion, a grantee must also submit a report on results in terms of 
energy savings and renewable energy production  

• Grantees are also required to keep detailed financial records and undergo an annual audit  
• Applications must include consideration and documentation of environmental concerns 

in their proposed area of operation, the potential environmental impact of their plan and 
any alternatives considered for the purpose of mitigating any environmental impacts.  

 



 

 

 

                                                                             (7/2007)            

                                                    

                                            

                                          

Beverly Helton, Acting State Director 

USDA Rural Development 
4121 Carmichael Road, Suite 601 • Montgomery, AL 36106-3683 

334-279-3400 (phone) • 334-279-3403 (fax) 

http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/al 
 

 

Area 1: Calhoun, Cherokee, Clay, Cleburne, Colbert, DeKalb, Etowah, Franklin, Jackson, 
 Lauderdale, Lawrence, Limestone, Madison, Marshall, Morgan, Randolph, St. Clair,  
 Talladega 

 
 Brian Yarbrough     256-544-5795 
 Area Director     256-544-2158 (fax) 
 4890 University Square, Suite 3-G   
 Huntsville, AL 35816    brian.yarbrough@al.usda.gov 

 
Area 2: Autauga, Barbour, Bullock, Chambers, Coffee, Coosa, Crenshaw, Dale, Elmore, 
 Geneva, Henry, Houston, Lee, Macon, Montgomery, Pike, Russell, Tallapoosa 

 
 Ronnie Wyatt     334-793-7819 
 Area Director     334-793-2744 (fax) 
 205 W. Adams Street    ronnie.wyatt@al.usda.gov 
 Dothan, AL 36303 

 
Area 3: Bibb, Blount, Chilton, Cullman, Fayette, Greene, Hale, Jefferson, Lamar, Marion,  
 Pickens, Shelby, Sumter, Tuscaloosa, Walker, Winston  

 
 Teresa Long     205-553-1733 ext 5 
 Area Director     205-553-5100 (fax) 
 3831-B Palisades Drive    teresa.long@al.usda.gov 
 Tuscaloosa, AL 35405 

 
Area 4: Baldwin, Butler, Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh, Covington, Dallas, Escambia, Lowndes, 

Marengo, Mobile, Monroe, Perry, Washington, Wilcox  

 
 Ricky Dawson     251-937-3297 ext 5 
 Area Director     251-937-4984 (fax) 
 207 Faulkner Drive, Suite 119   ricky.dawson@al.usda.gov 
 Bay Minette, AL 36507 
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